Abstract. 41 species have been identified, belonging to 29 genera, 18 families, 10 orders and 5 classes of Echinoderms in Northeast islands, from Mong Cai (Quang Ninh) to Do Son (Hai Phong). Compared to previous publications, 15 species were first identified in the Tonkin Gulf. The diversity of species numbers shows that Oreasteridae and Holothuriidae have the highest number of species (5 species/family), similarly the genus Holothuri has the highest species number (5 species). Ha Long Bay -Cat Ba has 33 species; Co To -Thanh Lan has 24 species and Bai Tu Long has 25 species. Echinoderms live in three habitats: Sand, coral, reef. The highest number of species is living in the sandy bottom and coral reefs, 39% and the lowest number only about 10% in coral reefs and reef. Van Boi, Van Ha, Da Den, Bac Van, Hong Van have high density of Echinoderms, potentially becoming marine medicine yards.
INTRODUCTION
In the Northeast of marine areas, from Mong Cai (Quang Ninh) to Do Son (Hai Phong), the coast is nearly 300 km long, occupying about half of the total area of the western Gulf of Tonkin. The shoreline, with many bays, is covered by more than 2,000 limestone islands. The most notable islands are the cluster islands: From Co To -Tran islands, Bai Tu Long island, Ha Long -Cat Ba -Long Chau and Bach Long Vi. Because of the heterogeneous topography including the sea, islands and estuarine areas, there are abundant creatures in the Northeast of Vietnam. Up to date, more than 2,000 species of animals have been identified in the waters surrounding the Northeast islands, and more than 2800 species of animals and plants live in the forests on the island. The number of species is sorted from high to low as follows: Ha Long -Cat Ba (4,900 species), Bach Long Vi (945 species), Ha Mai (756 species), Thanh Lan -Co To (680 species), Ba Mun (561 species), Dao island (485 species). 2,000 marine species not only create the largest catch of the Tonkin Gulf but also are a rich source of marine medicine. Preliminary assessments have identified about 200 species of Echinoderms distributed in the Tonkin Gulf, among which 19 species are capable of containing important medicinal herbs. There are even species that not only contain medicinal plants but also thrive, creating large biomass capable of becoming the large marine medicine fields of our country. This paper will present the diversity of Echinoderms in Northeast islands in order to contribute to the sustainable exploitation and conservation of these important animal resources.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In [5] . According to these authors, species identification characteristics are based on morphology, color, location of mouth, anus, water hole, skeletal structure, tubular bodies, self-destroying organs, water exchange systems and bait. From the above analysis, it can be seen that Ha Long -Cat Ba is the place that is favorable for the growth of the Echinoderms. The concentrated distribution of sea cucumbers and starfish on coral reefs, sandy tidal flats is indicative of the potential for the formation of economic areas, source of medicinal herbs.
Some features of biomass and some valuable medicine yards. The biomass of the Echinoderm group is relatively high, accounting for 29% of the total benthic organisms in the Tonkin Gulf, 39% of the Thuan Hai -Minh Hai waters, 51% in Van Phong Bay, Nha Trang. The research results on this group are not much, but have identified some typical communities in the Tonkin Gulf, where the dominant role belongs to the Echinoderm group. This has been confirmed by detailed studies of 11 benthic communities distributed in the Tonkin Gulf. It was found that community number 2 was located at depths of 60-80 m in the southern part of the bay. Ophiuroidea species are the dominant group in this community. Even at a depth of 100-160 m, located on the outer edge of the continental shelf, the Echinoderm group (Crinoidea, Ophiuroidea) still plays a dominant role in the community. Dozen tons of sea cucumbers were exploited by Co To people every month to serve the food needs of tourists. According to the results of recent studies, the substances that can be extracted from sea cucumbers are resistant to cancer cells [6] .
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